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UltimateFlora Zoysia FIRST Grass to Earn Builders ‘Green Credits’

Grass chosen for SEBC showcase home lawn 3 years running because of environmentally friendly attributes

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE




ORLANDO, FL (Wednesday, July 30, 2008): A drought resistant grass called UltimateFlora Zoysia, developed by the University of Florida for use on home lawns, was the first grass in Florida to meet Green Building standards. According to the Florida Green Building Coalition, the association that coordinates the Green Building program around the state, Florida homebuilders seeking Green Home Certification receive two certifying credits when they specify UltimateFlora Zoysia for use in the landscape. 

The grasses’ environmentally friendly qualities helped it to earn the certification status. Environmentally friendly attributes of UltimateFlora Zoysia  incude:


• Less water required for irrigation 


• Built-in mechanisms to withstand drought conditions


•  Less fertilizer required

• Resists a major pest insect called the chinch bug 

UltimateFlora Zoysia’s environmental qualities, supported by University of Florida research, are among the reasons that the showcase homes affiliated with the SEBC for three years running have chosen UltimateFlora Zoysia as the grass for the home’s landscape.

This year’s home, a two-story, 6,000-square-foot home called the “Fleur de Lis,” is built by James M. Krantz Construction. The home will be open to the public for viewing from July 30 through August 3, 2008. It is located at: 725 Baxter Street in Orlando.
One of the main goals in building the Southern Showcase Home is “to be as environmentally friendly, or ‘green’ as possible, utilizing the latest advances in water conservation and solar energy, thereby making it energy efficient as well. This includes low-maintenance landscaping,” according to builder Jim Krantz.

UltimateFloraZoysia is available through Environmental Turf and its network of licensed sod producers. 

The Southern Show Home is located at 25 Baxter Street Orlando, FL 32806. For more information on the home visit: www.southernshowhome.com .

Homeowners or builders seeking ‘Green Home Certification’ may install UltimateFlora Zoysia in a home’s lawn and receive two points toward their certification. UltimateFlora Zoysia’s low water use attributes qualified for the certification under Category 2 for ‘Water’, part 16 for ‘drought tolerant turf in the  installed landscape’.

UltimateFlora Zoysia is available through Environmental Turf, Inc., and the company’s network of licensed sod producers. For more information on UltimateFlora Zoysia call 863-452-6595, or visit www.environmentalturf.com . 

###

BENEFITS OF GREEN HOME CERTIFICATION

Source: Florida Green Building Coalition. A full list of incentives is available at www.floridagreenbuilding.org . Monetary and other incentives may vary by county, municipality, insurance company, and may include lower insurance rates, expedited permitting processes and lower impact fees.


Benefits to the homebuyer:


• Enhances profitability of resale


• Enhances the affordability of home operation


• Provides greater access to mortgage money


Benefits to the home builder:


• Differentiate home from the competition


• Homebuyers link green home features with quality


• Add to the marketing value of the home


Benefits to the Community:


• Conservation of water resources


• Management of waste and stormwater


• Maintain affordable and reliable energy sources

ABOUT ULTIMATEFLORA ZOYSIA
• Developed by the University of Florida. 

• Great for residential lawns and common areas. Use UltimateFlora anywhere you'd use St. Augustinegrass. 

• UltimateFlora is Drought Resistant. It has built-in mechanisms to help it stand up to drought. Should drought conditions occur, a mature stand of UltimateFlora Zoyisa will shut down and go “dormant,” meaning it will stop growing and turn a tan color. Once sufficient water is applied, the grass will green up and begin growing again. This is significant in that St. Augustine grass will stay green as long as possible and then die. St. Augustine grass, which is the traditional grass of Florida, does not have this dormancy mechanism to help it withstand severe drought. 

• It requires less fertilizer than many other lawn grasses. It also uses the fertilizer applied more efficiently, reducing the probability of nutrient runoff.

• UltimateFlora Zoysia has a soft, medium texture, a bright green color, and creates a barefoot feel. It looks more similar to a Northern-type grass than traditional St. Augustine grasses grown in Florida.

•  Chinch bug resistant. The chinch bug is a major insect pest on St. Augustine grass in Florida. However, as the chinch bug does not eat UltimateFlora Zoysia, there is no need to treat for the insect, eliminating the need for pesticides to kill that insect.

• Tolerant of most herbicides. Most store-brand herbicides are safe to use on mature stands of UltimateFlora Zoysia, taking that worry away for the homeowner.

• It's not just good, it's the Ultimate!™

ABOUT ENVIRONMENTAL TURF, INC.


Based in Avon Park, Florida, Environmental Turf, Inc., is an award-winning firm dedicated to the research, development, marketing and distribution of environmentally friendly warm-season turfgrasses. The company’s mission is to bring specialty warm-season turfgrasses to the public with an eye toward sustainability, ecology and beauty. Environmental Turf works with University turf programs and independent researchers world-wide to develop grasses that will help sustain the environment, reduce the amount of water used for turfgrass irrigation, and curb the amount of chemicals and fertilizers released into the ecosystem while also creating an esthetically pleasing landscape. Depending on variety, the grasses may be shade-tolerant, require less water, less fertilizer or less inputs overall than other common lawn, golf or sports field grasses. Environmental Turf licenses its proprietary turfgrasses to some of the world's finest sod producers in warm-season climates around the globe. 
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