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Low Water Use Natural Grass Latest Trend Presented at Conference

Grass May Be Irrigated with Alternative Water Sources, 

Saves Drinking Water Supplies

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE




PHILADELPHIA, PA (Friday, October 3, 2008): Low water use grasses from Environmental Turf were the latest trend presented at the American Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA) 2008 Annual Meeting and EXPO held in Philadelphia.

According to organizers of this year’s ASLA event, the focus of the conference was on trends in sustainable design and green infrastructure. 

Florida-based company Environmental Turf presented two grasses at the conference, SeaDwarf® Seashore Paspalum and Aloha® Seashore Paspalum, that require as little as half the water of other grass varieties. While potable water may be used to irrigate these grasses, it is not necessary. SeaDwarf® and Aloha® may be irrigated with poor quality water or alternative water sources, such as reclaimed water or even seawater under proper management, saving precious drinking water supplies.

These live, natural turfgrasses thrive in warm-season and transition zone climates. SeaDwarf® and Aloha® may be used on sports fields, golf courses, and lawns. 

“With great new varieties like these, we can continue to enjoy top quality golf courses, sports fields, home lawns and green space parks while conserving water and reducing the inputs needed to maintain them,” said Rich Redles, Industry Liaison for Environmental Turf. “Natural turfgrass also provides a community with many positive environmental aspects such as air cooling and bio-filtration that you just can’t get with artificial turf. SeaDwarf and Aloha help to contribute to a natural, healthy quality of life.”

Both grasses are available through Environmental Turf’s network of licensed sod producers world-wide. Visit www.environmentalturf.com for more information or to find a licensed producer near you.

###

ABOUT SEADWARF®

SeaDwarf® Seashore Paspalum is the industry’s leading seashore paspalum turfgrass variety. It requires up to 50% less water than bermudagrass varieties, may be irrigated with alternative water sources, and is so salt tolerant that ordinary table salt may be used to kill weeds.

• A true dwarf grass, this premium, fine-textured turfgrass variety may be mowed lower than other varieties, down to a 10th of an inch or lower. 

• SeaDwarf® creates fast putting greens and high-quality golf course fairways, tees and roughs. 

•  It stripes naturally with the capacity for diverse ball field patterns and visually appealing golf course fairway esthetics.

ABOUT ALOHA®

Aloha® Seashore Paspalum was developed by the University of Florida. It also requires up to 50% less water than bermudagrass varieties, may be irrigated with alternative water sources, and is so salt tolerant that ordinary table salt may be used to kill weeds.


• Aloha® is a semi-dwarf varity of paspalum that makes for professional-quality sports fields. Used in the 2007 COPA America soccer tournament in Venezuela, the Aloha® field at Estadio Metropolitano de Futbol de Lara, a stadium in the city of Barquisimeto that seats more than 40,000 fans, was voted best field in the series. 


• Aloha® has shown resistance to the green bug aphid, eliminating the need to spray chemicals to kill this insect pest. In university tests, Aloha® has also shown some resistance to the sod webworm.

ABOUT RECLAIMED WATER

Reclaimed water may be defined as highly treated effluent from a city's wastewater treatment plant that is not suitable for human consumption. This water has already been used as drinking water or for bathing, and has been re-circulated and retreated. The quality of reclaimed water may vary from municipality to municipality, and from fluctuations in population due to an increase in tourism or other factors.
“Reclaimed water frequently – though not always – is of lower quality than traditional water sources,” according to Larry J. Stowell, Ph.D. and Wendy Gelernter Ph. D., whose research on irrigation sources was recently published in in the September 2008 issue of Golf Course Industry magazine, a trade publication for the golf course management industry. Stowell and Gelernter’s research shows that reclaimed water usually has about a 10-percent increase in total dissolved salts than in the original domestic water source from where the reclaimed originated.

ABOUT THE BENEFITS OF NATURAL TURFGRASS

Turfgrass sod in urban areas and communities can aid in the reduction of carbon dioxide emissions, mitigating the heat island effect, reducing energy consumption and contributing to efforts to reduce global warming trends.

According to Turfgrass Producers International, a trade association for the turfgrass industry headquartered in East Dundee, IL, scientific research has documented the many benefits of turfgrass to our environment. Turfgrass lawns, parks and open areas:

• Provide a natural, comfortable, and safe setting for fun and games.

• Release oxygen and cool the air.

• Control pollution and reduce soil erosion.



• Purify and replenish our water supply.



• Turfgrass traps and removes dust and dirt from the air.



• 2,500 square feet of lawn absorb carbon dioxide from the atmosphere, and release enough oxygen for a family of four to breathe.



• On a hot summer day, lawns will be 30-degrees cooler than asphalt and 14-degrees cooler than bare soil.



• The front lawns of eight houses have the cooling effect of about 70 tons of air conditioning. That's amazing when the average home has an air conditioner with just a three or four ton capacity.



• The cooling effect of irrigated turf reduces the amount of fuel that must be burned to provide the electricity which powers the air conditioners.



• Watered when the grass plant needs it, turfgrass will very efficiently and effectively use almost every drop.



• Turfgrass acts as a natural filter, reducing pollution by purifying the water passing through its root zone.

• A healthy sodded lawn absorbs rainfall six times more effectively than a wheat field and four times better than a hay field.

• A sodded lawn will absorb greater amounts of rain than a seeded lawn; even after three years of growth.

OTHER GRASSES FROM ENVIRONMENTAL TURF:

• UltimateFlora® Zoysia: This lawn grass is drought tolerant. Developed by the University of Florida, UltimateFlora® Zoysia has natural defense systems built into the grass allow it to survive for periods with limited irrigation. Medium-bladed and soft underfoot, UltimateFlora® Zoysia was developed by the University of Florida to replace St. Augustinegrass in home lawns and common areas. It requires less water and less fertilizer than St. Augustine. It is fairly salt tolerant, though not as much as SeaDwarf® or Aloha®. UltimateFlora® Zoysia resists the chinch bug insect which allows it to address another common problem of St. Augustinegrass. Adapted to warm season and transition zone climates.

• Hammock® Centipede: Mow this extremely low maintenance lawn grass as little as six times a year. Very slow growing, Hammock® Centipede requires very little water and little fertilizer to stay green. It was developed by the University of Florida. Adapted to warm season climates.

•  PristineFlora® Zoysia: Developed by the University of Florida, PristineFlora® Zoysia requires less water and less fertilizer. PristineFlora® Zoysia is highly shade tolerant. It may be used for golf tees, golf fairways, croquet coursts, high-end residential lawns and ornamental areas. Adapted to warm season and transition zone climates.

• DeltaShade St. Augustine: An improved St. Augustine that is highly shade tolerant, highly cold tolerant, DeltaShade St. Ausgustine has a semi-dwarf leaf blade. Adapted to warm season and transition zone climates.

ABOUT ASLA 

Founded in 1899, ASLA is the national professional association for landscape architects, representing more than 18,200 members in 48 professional chapters and 68 student chapters. The Society's mission is to lead, to educate, and to participate in the careful stewardship, wise planning, and artful design of our cultural and natural environments. Members of the Society use their “ASLA” suffix after their names to denote membership and their commitment to the highest ethical standards of the profession. Learn more about landscape architecture online at www.asla.org.
ABOUT ENVIRONMENTAL TURF
Based in Avon Park, Florida, Environmental Turf works with researchers and universities all over the world to offer environmentally friendly grasses for use in home lawns, common areas, sports fields and golf courses. These grasses contribute to landscape architecture’s overall goal of creating sustainable landscapes that use less water and less fertilizer while promoting healthy green spaces. Environmental Turf licenses sod farms world-wide to produce its environmentally friendly turfgrasses. For more information or to find a licensed sod farm near you, call 863-452-6595, or visit www.environmentalturf.com .
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