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This arti cle marks the ei ghth and final
i n s t a ll m ent of our series on the devel-
opm ent of Ha m m ock Bay Golf &

Co u n try Club near Ma rco Is l a n d , F l a .
The journ ey took two full ye a rs as we wi t-

n e s s ed the demise of the form er Ma rco
S h ores Co u n try Club and the bi rth of
Ha m m ock Bay. Al ong the way, t h ere were
ch a n ges to the landscape and ch a n ges in
s t a f f i n g, i n n ova ti ons in greens con s tru cti on ,
and the firs t - ever tee - to - green use of
Se a D w a rf , a cultivar of s e a s h ore paspalu m .

We also watch ed as go l f co u rse de s i gn ers
Peter Jacob s en and Jim Ha rdy, a l ong wi t h
devel oper WCI Com mu n i ti e s , went from
ro u gh sketches to playa ble green s , and as
su peri n ten dent Rod n ey Whisman swe a ted
and stra i n ed to get the co u rse re ady for open-
ing day.

It’s been fun, i n form a tive , a n d , in a way,
we’re sorry to see it en d . So join us now as we
l ook back at wh ere we’ve been , and for ge
a h e ad knowing the ef fort has been wort h-
wh i l e .

Ja nu a ry 12, 2 0 0 4
WCI sent an e-mail announcing that they

would be hosting soft opening even t s
t h ro u gh the month of Ja nu a ry with a
Febru a ry 13 grand opening planned .

Ja nu a ry 23, 2 0 0 4
WCI Com mu n i ties invi ted reporters and

go l f m em bers to take a hel i copter tour of t h e
n e a rly grown-in go l f co u rs e . The aerial to u r
s h owed a con s i s tent carpet of bri ght green
Se a D w a rf s e a s h ore paspalum tu rfgrass on all
but the fifth hole, the yo u n gest fairw ay and
green on the co u rs e .

Continued on page 18

Hammock Bay 
S p reads Its Wi n g s

The Grand Opening arrives!
by Stacie Zinn & Rich Redles

PART EIGHT IN A SERIES

An aerial shot of hole 3 taken on January 23
at Hammock Bay shows how well it, one of the

first holes sprigged with SeaDwarf seashore
paspalum, has grown in.



Also on this day, Su peri n ten dent Rod n ey
Whisman and his staff m oved into the new
m a i n ten a n ce fac i l i ty. The en ti re campus of
the mainten a n ce fac i l i ty measu res 2.84 ac re s
with a 9,000-squ a re - foot main bu i l d i n g ; t wo
bu i l d i n gs ded i c a ted to ferti l i zers and ch em i-
c a l s , 9 0 0 - s qu a re - feet each ; and a 1,250-
s qu a re - foot pump house.

Ja nu a ry 24, 2 0 0 4
The co u rse of f i c i a lly open ed for play.

Ja nu a ry 28, 2 0 0 4
WCI hosted a to u rn a m ent for preferred

ven dors .

Febru a ry 9-15, 2 0 0 4
Sl a ted to be the grand opening week of

Ha m m ock Bay,WCI officials re a l i zed that the
Ch a m p i ons Tour ACE Group Classic go l f
to u rn a m en t — wh i ch was played nearby in
North Naples and won by Craig Stadl er —
would steal their thu n der.

P lu s , Ha m m ock Bay go l f co u rse co - de s i gn er
Peter Jacob s en had alre ady com m i t ted to play
in the AT&T Pebble Be ach Na ti onal Pro - Am in
Ca l i forn i a . He ti ed for a 14th place finish.

Ha m m ock Bay ’s Grand Opening was
re s ch edu l ed .

Ma rch 3, 2 0 0 4
Grand open i n g !

WCI officials and go l f co u rse de s i gn ers
Peter Jacob s en and Jim Ha rdy hosted an early
m orning press con feren ce wh ere they talked
tu rf .

“This was our first ex peri en ce with pas-
p a lu m ,” Ha rdy said,“and since then we’ve put
it on one other go l f co u rs e . We did a ren ova-
ti on of the oldest co u rse in Tex a s , [ t h e ]
G a lve s ton Co u n try Clu b.”

Scott Hamm, agronomist with WCI,

ad ded , “the main re a s on we used it was
because of the salt water that we are going to
be using to irri ga te the go l f co u rs e . It is capa-
ble of taking the salt water. It is a dw a rf gra s s .
We use the same grass on the greens that we
do on the tees and fairw ays .We’re mowing the
tees at .200 of an inch . Th a t’s ph en om en a l .
Wh en I first showed Peter the gra s s , he walked
on it and said ‘it looks like ben t gra s s ,’ wh i ch is
a coo l - s e a s on gra s s , and that’s very nice .

“ I ’m a ben t grass guy, growing up in the
s t a te of O regon . I ’ve never re a lly been a bi g
fan of Bermu d a gra s s . So, for me, the ex peri-
en ce that I’ve had with the paspalum is over-
wh el m i n g. I think these are the finest fairw ays
that I’ve ever played go l f on . That inclu de s
Augusta Na ti onal and any major ch a m p i-
onship I’ve played ,” Jacob s en said. “I think
these are the finest fairw ays yo u’re going to
s ee , cert a i n ly in Flori d a . I think this is the be s t
tu rf con d i ti on yo u’re going to find.”

The su bj ect tu rn ed tow a rd Jacob s en and
Ha rdy ’s rega rd for the su peri n ten dent in the
de s i gn proce s s .

“An o t h er thing we wanted to do was leave
Rod n ey and the WCI team a go l f co u rse that
t h ey can maintain at their bu d get level . Th e
f i rst thing that we do, and I can’t speak for
o t h er arch i tect s , we make su re that every
w a l k - t h ro u gh that we have from a de s i gn
s t a n d poi n t , wh et h er it’s a stra tegy plan or a
con s tru cti on plan, we want everybody on
that team to be with us. We want to make
su re that we all sign of f on it because this is
going to be WC I ’s property. Our de s i gn , ye s .
But it’s a team ef fort . It’s not mine. It’s not
Ji m’s . It’s ours . So, we want to make su re that
wh et h er it’s the first tee com p l ex or the firs t
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Hammock Bay
Continued from page 17

Golf course designers Peter Jacobsen and Jim Hardy, along with WCI team members, lean in for
the ribbon cutting at the Grand Opening of Hammock Bay.

An aerial photo taken on January 23 at Hammock Bay shows the scale of the project, grassed
exclusively with SeaDwarf seashore paspalum.
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green com p l ex , everybody understands and agrees with what we’re
doi n g. That inclu des the su peri n ten den t ,” Jacob s en said.

Ha rdy agreed , and of fered specifics on how they de s i gn a co u rse to
be su peri n ten den t - f ri en dly.

“We try to keep all mow a ble slope s , try to avoid real sharp angl e s
a round green s , try to build bu n kers big en o u gh and acce s s i ble en o u gh
that you can get in there with equ i pm ent to maintain them inste ad of
h aving to hand-maintain all of the bu n kers . An d , a l s o, a ny wh ere we
h ave steep slope s , we use Sa n d Tra pper (a brand of bu n ker liner) on all
of our bu n ker face s , wh i ch helps keep the sand up on the bu n kers and
keeps the con t a m i n a ti on out ,” Ha rdy said.

Jacob s en co u l d n’t help but throw in a little hu m or to drive home the
poi n t .

“Yo u’ ll noti ce the tee boxes are not autom obi l e - gra n d - open i n g - l oo k-
ing platforms with a lot of f l owers and pink vo l c a n oe s , pink flamingo s ,
smoking vo l c a n oes and hanging bo u l ders of f tree s . Th ey ’re pret ty mu ch
on grade . A lot of times they ’re squ a re s . It’s a trad i ti onal teeing gro u n d .
An d , a ga i n , i t’s som ething that you can maintain very easily, and it’s tra-
d i ti onal in natu re . It may not be exc i ting for the ph o togra ph ers and yo u

don’t have the big deep shadows . But in our vi ew, i t’s the way go l f
should be played and should be de s i gn ed ,” Jacob s en said.

Ha rdy cl o s ed the convers a ti on with this com m en t :
“A lot of times we’ ll fors a ke the look simply for that mainten a n ce

p u rpo s e . Ra t h er than say no, n o, stamp our foo t , t h a t’s the look we
w a n t . This was re a lly a co ll a bora tive ef fort with WC I ’s staff,”Ha rdy said.

App a ren t ly their atti tu de did not go unnoti ced .
Ed D’ Al e s s a n d ro, vi ce pre s i dent of the WCI amen i ties divi s i on ,

ad d re s s ed the crowd .
“This is the first co ll a bora ti on with the Jacob s en / Ha rdy de s i gn te a m ,

and I’m very con f i dent it won’t be the last based on what I’ve seen
down here ,” D’ Al e s s a n d ro said.

Fo ll owing the press con feren ce , reporters , club mem bers and guests
w a tch ed as Jacob s en , Ha rdy and several mem bers of the WCI te a m
u s ed an overs i zed pair of s c i s s ors to cut a red ri bbon ch ri s tening the
n ew go l f co u rs e .

Standing on the driving ra n ge , Su peri n ten dent Rod n ey Wh i s m a n
ref l ected on the con d i ti on of the co u rs e .

“ It’s won derful to maintain. The Se a D w a rf is very easy to take care
of because you don’t have to mow it. I mean, most of the mowing that
we do is for ae s t h etics ri ght now, s triping the place up. With the coo l-
ness and soil tem pera tu res down , the Se a D w a rf just doe s n’t grow. So,
wh en we go out and mow, except for the green s , a lot of i t’s for esthet-
ic purpo s e s . We mow greens every day. Fa i rw ays , t wi ce a wee k . Ro u gh s ,
we had n’t mowed them since the end of Novem ber, and we just wen t
o ut Mon d ay and just kind of to u ch ed everything up a little bi t . Did it
n eed it? No.”

Whisman also con f i rm ed the tu rf’s dro u ght to l era n ce .
“ It doe s n’t use [hardly] any water. With the rains that we had in

Febru a ry, we on ly had to water it twi ce all month with irri ga ti on .
Th a t’s amazing,” he said.

Now that the co u rse is grown in and open , h ow wi ll his daily life
ch a n ge as a su peri n ten dent? 

“We’re hot and heavy now on Au du bon stu f f . We’ve got a lot of
p a perwork to fill out and just a lot of d i f ferent stu f f we’ve got to do for
t h em ,”Whisman said.“ Maybe six months from wh en we open , we’ ll be
s h oo ting for get ting our Au du bon Gold Si gn a tu re Certi f i c a ti on . Th a t’s
my next big task at hand.”

A few hours after the opening day to u rn a m en t , Wh i s m a n’s assistant
su peri n ten den t , Jef f Pri ce , reported on the day ’s playing con d i ti on s .

“The greens were do u ble cut and ro ll ed for the to u rn a m ent this
m orn i n g, and just after that they were a solid 10.5 on the stimp meter.
We irri ga ted this morn i n g, so they were a little wet at 10.5,” Pri ce said.
“As the day wore on , wh en the sun came out , and the wind kicked up
a little bit and dri ed up the green s , by this aftern oon I’d say they were
at least at 11.”

Po s t - to u rn a m en t , Whisman was be a m i n g.
“ Everybody was ra n ting and raving abo ut the paspalum green s . I

m e a n , t h ey co u l d n’t get over it. Nobody thought that they were goi n g
to putt this good . Nobody. Peter Jacob s en came up to me and said, ‘Yo u
k n ow wh a t , this tu rf has some of the best playing con d i ti ons that I’ve
p l ayed in a couple ye a rs .’ That makes you feel good .”

That even i n g, Jacob s en ad d re s s ed the crowd at a cocktail party
recepti on .

“ Ma rco Shores was su ch a fabulous go l f co u rs e , and I rem em ber
wh en we did our opening under the ten t , I rem em ber a lot of
the mem bers and hom eown ers were re a lly fru s tra ted that this go l f
co u rse that they loved was going to be taken aw ay and de s troyed ,”
Jacob s en said. “We assu red them that we were going to give them 
s om ething equal to or po s s i bly bet ter than they had . And I think we’ve
del ivered that.”

An aerial photo taken on January 23 shows the new 6th hole at
Hammock Bay, formerly the first hole at the old Marco Shores.


