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GOLF REPORT

Els' new course, Hoakalei, chooses 
salt-tolerant grass

 • Park, Pressel making presence felt on LPGA

Advertiser Staff

Ernie Els' new course, Hoakalei, 
will be the first on O'ahu to use 
Seadwarf seashore paspalum 
turfgrass, a salt-tolerant, 
environmentally friendly grass.

The course is Els' first signature 
18-hole championship layout in 
Hawai'i, at the Ocean Pointe 
community in 'Ewa Beach. 
Hoakalei will play nearly 7,400 
yards from the tips, making it the 
longest here.

Grading of the west nine has been 
completed, with grassing 
expected to start in June. Els 
describes the Seadwarf as "a 
fine-textured, warm-season 
turfgrass." He says its "tighter 
knit" allows faster green speeds 
than other varieties of paspalum.

The grass is environmentally friendly because it requires 
about half as much water and 75 percent less fertilization, 
according to the South African golf star. It can be irrigated 
with brackish or reclaimed water. Seawater can be used 
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under the right conditions.

"This is a win/win solution because it can save time and 
money and contribute to a cleaner environment by putting 
fewer chemicals into the ecosystem," Els said.

Completion of the course is expected in 2009.

 


