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Zoysia is not a new grass, but it might be new to many gardeners. So why is zoysia getting a lot of
attention lately?  Because it's a foot tickler, and it's drought-tolerant too.

Dry Florida conditions have sent turf growers, property managers and homeowners looking for a St.
Augustine alternative.  They are searching for some good-looking grass that can survive from rainfall to
rainfall.  All want something that is drought-tolerant, and zoysia might be the answer.

First, zoysia has the look most gardeners like.  It is a fine-bladed grass that can be mowed close and
create a carpetlike look underfoot like the Empire zoysia lawn pictured
on the left.  Zoysia has a drought-tolerant reputation, surviving from
underground rhizomes that just sort of go dormant during the dry
times.  It can also be mowed with the rotary mower most gardeners
already have at home.  There are many zoysia varieties, and due to its
increased popularity, more are on the way.

Now, here is something all gardeners have to understand.  If zoysia
does not get water for a week or more, it begins to turn brown.  It will
become totally brown if residents are not able to water.   But, zoysia
survives and revives when the rains return.  Just to be fair, bahia and

bermuda lawns can do the same, but these might not have the look gardeners like or they might need
more maintenance.

That does not mean a good-looking zoysia  lawn is totally carefree.  Forget the ads you often see during
the spring months.  A good-looking zoysia lawn does need water from rainfall or irrigation to remain
green.  But once a week should keep it growing.  Also, it does need several feedings a year.  Zoysia
does not get chinch bugs, but it does have a pest called the Hunting billbug -- it has not become a
major pest yet and is manageable.   

Take a look at zoysia if you are interested in a drought-tolerant lawn or new lawn.  Get all the
information you need by downloading a University of Florida zoysia bulletin at:

edis.ifas.ufl.edu/LH011

Filed under: Landscaping

First let me say I HATE St. Aug grass! After 3 years and 3 BRAND NEW LAWNS I am once againg
fighing Cinch Bugs, and massive weed eruptions! Yes, I had a popular lawn company taking care of
things each year but they were not able to contol either. I am tired of the yearly "scrape it up and lay
down a new yard" game, so I have been seriously thinking about investing in a zoysia yard this year
so my question is this...
I have seen several places where you can buy "plugs" but to redo a yard that way is going to take
forever. Do you know of any suppliers here in central Florida that offer this in pallet form (rolls or
squares)like they do the St. Augie's? And do you have any idea what the costs may be??

Posted by: TAllen | April 28, 2007 at 12:36 PM

We live in Tampa, FL, and are about to seed with Zoysia - half Zenith and half Companion. Will this
lawn definitely go dormant in the winter? Is there any way to prevent this? If not, can it be
overseeded to keep it green looking?
** If we get a frost or freezing weather the zoysia turns brown but grows back when the weather
becomes warm again. It can be overseeded but it's normally not needed.

Posted by: Vicky | May 05, 2007 at 12:51 PM

I want to place Zoysia sod down on an existing lawn. What is the best way to go about doing this?
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Also, is there a grass that I can plant with the Zoysia that will be green during the Zoysia's dormant
time?
** You prepare the zoysia planting site as you would for any other lawn. Obtain a free copy of
preparing your site for planting from your local Extension Office. Zoysia usually has very little dormant
time locally so no other grass is usually needed. 

Posted by: andy | October 27, 2007 at 03:22 PM
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