Golf: Go green on the greens

4/29/08 3:03 PM

Today's paper | eEdition | Subscribe The Truth-O-Meter Latest print edition

Click here to help make the goal. chiﬁi'ézﬁhospnag
O [ O

Vincent Lecavalier Pediatric Cancer & Blood Disorders Center i
St. Petersburg, Florida

La _

Search

Qunes

E Site S Archives - Free since 1987

Chwen (D
Playing golf the green way

Subscribe to the Times

By Rodney Page, Times Staff Writer

Most emailed Published Wednesday, April 23, 2008 7:23 PM

Al Hard numbers: The

economy is worse
than you know

Teacher accused of
sex with teens is
arrested again

Gator chomps down
on Tampa golf ball
diver

Tampa condo is a
tower of solitude

Slow home sales
pain MacDill officers

Golf

Special report

al A Cry in
the Night
Almost
25 years
after a
murder shocked the
little city of
Gulfport, the man
convicted of the
killing hopes that
DNA evidence can
clear him.

&l More special reports

Video report

&l Kitchen

surprise:

8-foot

gator

When

Sandra Frosti went
to check out an odd
noise, what she
found on the floor
was worse than
cockroaches. A lot
worse.

&l More video reports

Multimedia report

&l Meet the L8CITTE
Rays

They've

changed

the

name, the colors,

http://www.tampabay.com/sports/golf/article470335.ece

Tuesday was Earth Day, but it is still
officially Earth Week. More and more
companies are looking at ways to
become ecologically friendly, and the
golf business is no exception.

Golf courses are looking at alternatives
to pesticides. They are experimenting
with a variety of turf, including some
saltwater tolerant turf such as
SeaDwarf, which use less water and
don't require chemicals to stay green.
Most golf carts used at courses are
either electric or, in a rare cases, solar
powered.

There are also ways golfers can do their
part for the environment. Here are a
few ideas that could make your next
round a little greener.

Eco-friendly tees
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It may be a little thing, but they make
sense. They save wear and tear on
mowers, and they save trees. Instead of
using traditional wood tees that take
years to biodegrade, why not try the
myriad of eco-friendly ones available at
most golf shops?

There are Eco Endurance tees that are

made from natural resin and biodegrade

in less than a year. It can cost 45 cents

or less for a bag of 10-15 tees,

depending on the number of bags ordered. They come in different lengths and earth-friendly
bags.

Then there is the Eco tee, which uses not only resin, but natural starches, including corn. That
supposedly makes the tee stronger, which means it lasts longer. It also biodegrades in about
a year. The tee was used by golfers at last year's LPGA ADT Championship. Check out
ecogolf.com for specifics.

Biodegradable balls

Remember the Seinfeld episode in which Kramer hits a ball into a whale's blow hole and
almost kills it? It would not have happened had he been hitting a biodegradable ball. They are
not meant to be played for 18 holes, but they work well as balls hit off cruise ships or into a
water driving range.

Technically, the ball is made of 75 percent polyvinyl alcohol and 25 percent compound
plasticizers and organic additive. Basically, the ball dissolves in water after about 24 hours.
Makers claim it is safe to marine life. The only negative is that it flies about 75 percent the
distance of a real ball. So the next time you're on a cruise ship whacking balls into the ocean,
see if they're eco-friendly so you don't have to feel guilty.

Soft spike shoes

. . ADVERTISEMENT
They have been the norm for a while, and most area courses are soft spike only. The reason
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is because metal spikes tear up the course, which means more maintenance. Just about every
golf shoe company makes a spikeless version, with different types of soft spikes that screw on
and off.

There is also a wide variety of plastic replacement spikes that can be found at most any golf
shop.

Gas-free carts

Most courses already are on line with electric carts, which have replaced gas carts. But there
is also a new wave of solar powered carts that have hit the market. A company called Cruise
Car Inc. has marketed solar carts and solar panels for current electric carts in the past few
years. Some are starting to pop up at the golf cart-crazy development The Villages, located in
Central Florida. Many courses along South Carolina's Grand Strand area of Myrtle Beach have
experimented with solar carts. When it's sunny, the carts can go all day. On a cloudy day,
they can go for about three hours.

Ecologically friendly courses in Florida

Audubon International, which champions several environmental issues, has a list of certified
courses committed to environmental issues. All of the courses on the current list are in South
Florida.

e The Old Collier Golf Club, Naples

e Hammock Bay Golf and Country Club, Marco Island

e Old Palm Course, Palm Beach Gardens

e Pelican Preserve, Fort Myers

e Raptor Bay Golf Club, Bonita Springs

e Tuscany Reserve Golf Club, Naples

e Venetian Golf and River Club, Venice

Rodney Page can be reached at page@sptimes.com or (727) 893-8810.

[Last modified: Wednesday, April 23, 2008 8:05 PM]

First Name (only) Comment (May be published online and/or in print)

Location

You have 250 characters left to comment.

[ Submit |

4/29/08 3:03 PM

Save Big
On
Name
Brands!

SAVE *.75

L;undry
Detergent

Buy One Get
One FREE!

@ Chocolate
Bags

o ) $2.00 OFF

Wy Gel Holder

GET MORE
COUPONS °

3
= I}

OUPBHS |

A )

Powered
by

Pure Absolute Roll

The secret to lower scores and
enjoyable rounds of golf
www.puttersedge.com

Tunes

It’s Your

Find Putting Greens

World Class Putting Greens Free
Shipping on Putting Greens
ucompared.net

Times PolitiFact/,com

http://www.tampabay.com/sports/golf/article470335.ece

Putting Greens on Sale Artificial Putting Greens
Indoor/ Outdoor Putting Greens  As Close To Real As You Can Get
Modular & Portable-Fast Delivery Call Today For Free Estimate
www.InTheHoleGolf.com www.GOLFTURFSOFDFW.COM

Ads by Google

© 2008 - All Rights Reserved - St. Petersburg Times

490 First Avenue South - St. Petersburg, FL 33701 - 727-893-8111
Contact Us | Join Us | Advertise with Us | Subscribe to the Times | RSS
Privacy Policy | Standard of Accuracy | Terms, Conditions & Copyright

Page 2 of 2


http://www.tampabay.com/sports/golf/article470335.ece#comments
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=B1jLwzHAXSKTmDIPg8AH-9rXuBb-JkxjztpOEA8CNtwGwr2gQARgBIOvRhwMoBDgAUIzzu8kBYMnWsYfco_ARsgEQd3d3LnRhbXBhYmF5LmNvbboBCTcyOHg5MF9hc8gBAdoBNWh0dHA6Ly93d3cudGFtcGFiYXkuY29tL3Nwb3J0cy9nb2xmL2FydGljbGU0NzAzMzUuZWNlqAMByAMH6AOFAugDDOgDRPUDAgAAAIgEAZAEAZgEAA&num=1&adurl=http://www.putters-edge.com&client=ca-pub-9673688324827560
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BsjEDzHAXSKTmDIPg8AH-9rXuBZmYnje3mtiiBMCNtwGwvmMQAhgCIOvRhwMoBDgAUN7WyAFgydaxh9yj8BGyARB3d3cudGFtcGFiYXkuY29tugEJNzI4eDkwX2FzyAEB2gE1aHR0cDovL3d3dy50YW1wYWJheS5jb20vc3BvcnRzL2dvbGYvYXJ0aWNsZTQ3MDMzNS5lY2WpAkK7AzOYRZI-qAMByAMH6AOFAugDDOgDRPUDAgAAAIgEAZAEAZgEAA&num=2&ggladgrp=928122729935982186&gglcreat=13506230870624568924&adurl=http://ucompared.net/u/JnM9UyZwPVB1dHRpbmcgR3JlZW5zJmI9UHV0dGluZyBHcmVlbnMmbT1i.cfm&client=ca-pub-9673688324827560
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BPNzQzHAXSKTmDIPg8AH-9rXuBY-3oTXnoOeTBMCNtwHA7RoQAxgDIOvRhwMoBDgAUJ2QkqT-_____wFgydaxh9yj8BGgAfS_wP8DsgEQd3d3LnRhbXBhYmF5LmNvbboBCTcyOHg5MF9hc8gBAdoBNWh0dHA6Ly93d3cudGFtcGFiYXkuY29tL3Nwb3J0cy9nb2xmL2FydGljbGU0NzAzMzUuZWNlgAIBqAMByAMH6AOFAugDDOgDRPUDAgAAAIgEAZAEAZgEAA&num=3&adurl=http://www.intheholegolf.com/store/pg.html%3Fgtse%3Dgoog%26gtkw%3Dindoor%2520golf%2520putting%2520green&client=ca-pub-9673688324827560
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=Bzc-0zHAXSKTmDIPg8AH-9rXuBbuk9hXr0f_hBMCNtwHAojMQBBgEIOvRhwMoBDgAUJ7pqOr9_____wFgydaxh9yj8BGyARB3d3cudGFtcGFiYXkuY29tugEJNzI4eDkwX2FzyAEB2gE1aHR0cDovL3d3dy50YW1wYWJheS5jb20vc3BvcnRzL2dvbGYvYXJ0aWNsZTQ3MDMzNS5lY2WoAwHIAwfoA4UC6AMM6ANE9QMCAAAAiAQBkAQBmAQA&num=4&adurl=http://www.GOLFTURFSOFDFW.COM&client=ca-pub-9673688324827560
http://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=http%3A//services.google.com/feedback/abg%3Furl%3Dhttp%3A//www.tampabay.com/sports/golf/article470335.ece%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-pub-9673688324827560%26adU%3Dwww.puttersedge.com%26adT%3DPure%2BAbsolute%2BRoll%26adU%3Ducompared.net%26adT%3DFind%2BPutting%2BGreens%26adU%3Dwww.InTheHoleGolf.com%26adT%3DPutting%2BGreens%2Bon%2BSale%26adU%3Dwww.GOLFTURFSOFDFW.COM%26adT%3DArtificial%2BPutting%2BGreens%26done%3D1%26gl%3DUS
http://www.sptimes.com/News/webspecials/multimedia/
http://ad.coupons.com/click,RUoTAE24AwCbEAkAuccCAAIAAAAAAP8AAAADEAIACgFvUQQAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAMtwF0gAAAAA,,http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tampabay.com%2Fsports%2Fgolf%2Farticle470335.ece,
http://www.tampabay.com/universal/standard_of_accur.shtml
http://joinus.tampabay.com/
https://www.subscriber-service.com/sptimes/
http://www.tampabay.com/universal/user_agreement.shtml
http://www.tampabay.com/sitemap/feeds/
http://www.tampabay.com/universal/privacy.shtml
http://www.sptimes.com/ratecards/online/
http://www.sptimes.com/connect/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/36b1/0/0/%2a/a;44306;0-0;0;23219216;26114-1000/55;0/0/0;;~sscs=%3f

